washed once in 0.1 M phosphate buffer (pH 7.2) by centrifugation at 4 C, and resuspended in this buffer to an optical density at 620 m,u of 0.60 (0.045 mg of bacterial N per ml). The Warburg test flasks received 1.0 ml of bacteria in 0.1 M phosphate buffer, 1.8 ml of distilled water, and 0.2 ml of erythritol or glucose (10 ,umoles). The center well contained 0.1 ml of 10% KOH; incubation was at 37 C. Control flasks without carbohydrate yielded no measurable oxygen uptake. Values for Qo2(N) of 700 to 900 were obtained for the seven strains of L. monocytogenes in the presence of glucose. In contrast, none of these strains consumed a detectable quantity of oxygen in the presence of erythritol.
In summary, we have obtained no evidence that erythritol is metabolized in vitro by L. monocytogenes. Although virulence was not determined for these Listeria cells in this laboratory, in view of the consistent failure of these bacteria to metabolize erythritol, it seems likely that listeriosis, in contrast to brucellosis, is unrelated to the presence of erythritol in the susceptible host tissues.
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